
St. Mary School 
 

St. Mary School is a pre-Kindergarten (a full-day 4-year-old pre-Kindergarten class is offered in 

addition to Kindergarten) through 8th grade Catholic Elementary and Middle School under the 

Diocese of Raleigh Catholic Schools Office. 

 

The curriculum stresses academic achievement within a Christian community where the child 

feels that he/she is loved and respected by his/her peers as well as the teacher. United with each 

other in meaningful liturgy and prayer, the students can further come to an understanding of the 

Christian life. At St. Mary, we are attempting to "teach as Jesus did."  

 

The Diocesan curriculum guidelines, consistent with the State of North Carolina guidelines, are 

followed for the teaching of all subject areas. The curriculum is marked by current content and 

“best practices” of methodology. There is emphasis on principles rather than fact, on learning 

through problem solving rather than by precept. We strive to offer a program that makes use of 

many sources of reading material, a wide variety of audio-visual and technology tools and a 

multi-text approach to the content areas.  

 

HISTORY 

 

St. Mary School first opened its doors to students on September 7, 1927.  The school building 

was a two-story frame house located on North William Street, next door to St. Mary Catholic 

Church.  It was staffed by three Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, from 

Scranton, Pennsylvania.  There were 45 students in grades one through seven.  The sisters lived 

on the second floor and classes were held on the first floor.  During the following years, 

enrollment increased and remained at about 120.  Necessary facilities were added as required 

during this period.   

 

In anticipation of the reactivation of Seymour Johnson Air Force Base, a 10.2 acre tract of land 

was purchased on August 4, 1953, for the purpose of building a new school.  On April 1, 1956, 

the base reactivated and plans were immediately formulated to construct the school.  A convent 

to house ten Sisters was also erected and both buildings were completed in December 1956.  The 

new school opened on January 7, 1957.  In 1965 an addition to the school was completed, adding 

a ninth grade classroom.  Then in 1987 the decision was made to discontinue ninth grade and to 

add a preschool program.  In recent years the school has added a computer lab, Spanish program 

and Fine Arts curriculum.  In 2002 the school received initial accreditation from the Southern 

Association of Colleges and Schools. 

 

Through the years St. Mary School has earned an enviable reputation for quality education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Diocesan Schools Mission Statement 

 

The mission of the schools in the Diocese of Raleigh is to engage our school/center communities 

in creating a quality education within a Catholic environment that fosters the current and future 

development of the whole child. 

 
Mission Statement of St. Mary Parish 

 

Saint Mary is a diverse Catholic community working together to live the Gospel, grow in faith 

through the Eucharist, and share our gifts in service to others. 

 

Mission Statement of St. Mary School 

  

St. Mary School fosters compassion, academic success and service to others through the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ. 

  

Philosophy 

 

St. Mary School endorses the call of the Catholic Bishops of the United States to express its 

educational ministry through the objectives of personal spirituality, social justice, and a strong 

academic program in accord with the Curriculum Guide for Catholic Schools in the Diocese of 

Raleigh. 

 

1. We believe in sharing our gifts in service to others. 

2. We believe that each individual is a unique and precious gift from God. 

3. We believe that the gospel forms the basis of all learning, and we strive to teach as 

Jesus did. 

 

It is the consensus of the faculty that every human being has a right to pursue knowledge 

corresponding with his/her dignity and God-given ability, regardless of background or sex. In the 

early years, education is often of the utmost importance because through education and guidance 

the children of today become the Christian citizens of tomorrow. 

 

Accreditation 

 

 St. Mary School is accredited through AdvancEd (formerly known as the Southern Association 

of Colleges and Schools).  Our most recent accreditation renewal was in 2017. 

 

 


